
  

 

Life and Pursuits of the Middle -Class in 1850s 

South End: The Everett Family  
 
By Corinne Zaczek Bermon  

South End Historical Society Newsletter  

Check out our website  

southendhistoricalsociety.org  

For upcoming programs & 

events  

/ SouthEndHistory  

@SouthEndHistory  

@SouthEndHistSoc  

(continued on page 3)  

On 15 December 1854, Otis Blake Everett, an American merchant in 

Calcutta, India, reminisced about his beloved childhood home in the 

South End in a letter to his mother. While gazing at a picture of their 

home, Otis Blake penned, òI suppose I 

shall find many alterations in all the 

families as well as in the appearance of 

the neighborhood on my return home.ó 

Otis Blake was right in his assessment. 

In the few years that Otis Blake was on the other side of the world 

working as a merchant much changed in the South End. Between 1851 

and 1859, the Everetts freely discussed engagements, marriages, and 

deaths of their family and friends, their servants, and the trade 

business in the 167 letters written between Otis Blake Everett and his 

parents, Otis Everett and Elizabeth Blake Everett.  
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An 1852 map of Boston shows where the original Everett home on Blakeõs Court existed. (Image courtesy of the 
Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, Boston Public Library).  
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From the Executive Director 

After a long, humid summer, my favorite season has  

finally arrived. The air is crisp, the leaves are vibrant 

shades of red and yellow, and South End stoops are  
delightfully decorated for fall.  

 

Our feature article is about the Everetts, a middle -class 

family that lived in the South End in the 19th century. 

Decades ago, SEHSõs founding president Richard O. Card 

was told of the existence of a bunch of old letters stored 
in a shoe box in an attic of a South End house. He  

purchased the letters, and later donated them to the 

South End Historical Society. Card found that the letters 

were written between 1851 and 1859 and contain  

correspondence between Otis and Elizabeth Everett in 
Boston and their son Otis Blake Everett who was working 

in India.  

 

Recently, Corinne Bermon has created a web exhibit for 

the Society, titled The Everett Family: Middle Class Life in 
Bostonõs South End, 1851-1859 . The digital exhibit exam-

ines the Everett family and middle -class life in Boston in 
the 1850s as they observe societal changes and discuss 

business, socializing, marriages, and deaths with their 

son. Before immersing yourself in our first web exhibit, 

Corinne has introduced the family in this newsletter. To 

visit the exhibit and immerse yourself into the Everett 
family, please visit theeverettfamilyletters.com . Enjoy!  

Lauren Prescott  

Executive Director  

Rutland Square, October 2017  
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(continued from page 1)  

These letters highlight the concerns and eve-

ryday life of the middle -class living in the 

South End and the life of a Boston man living 

and working in India.  

Before the United States had the white collar -

blue collar dichotomy of the twentieth  

century, there were the commercial pursuits 

and the mechanical trades of the nineteenth  

century that defined the classes. The newly 

emerging middle class was no longer  

exhausting themselves in manual labor but 

had not moved up into the executive level 

jobs that the upper class elite possessed.  

 

The middle class life, especially for the  

Everetts in the South End, saw differences in 

how they made their lives distinct from both 

the upper class 

and the work-

ing class. Their 

rate of goods 

consumpt ion 

increased as 

the middle class began furnishing their 

homes with carpets, curtains, and furniture.  

Although the middle class did not have the 

opulent furnishings of the upper class, they 

were able to emulate them. The middle class 

also saw their homes increase in size and in-

clude indoor plumbing, a luxury not afforded 

to the working class in tenements around 

Boston.  

 

In the following biographical sketches, each 

Everett family member exemplifies the  

emerging middle class in Boston in the 1850s 

with their discussions of purchases made and 

their merchant business. Patriarch Otis  

Everett was born into the early middle class 

on 5 June 1803 in the town of Sharon,  

Massachusetts to Otis Everett, Sr. and  

Hannah (Ross) Everett. In picturesque  

Sharon, Otis received a common school  

education that prepared him for industrial-

ized society rather than an agrarian life of his 

forebears. This foundational education  

allowed for Otis to join the counting house T. 

and E. Motley on India Wharf as a  

bookkeeper. Through his work as a Motley 

bookkeeper, Otis was able to accept an  

Godeyõs Ladyõs Book instructed middle-class women on 
behavior, dress, femininity, and morality. (Wikimedia)  
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apprenticeship position at the East India 

Trade Company. During this time, he met and 

married Elizabeth Lowell Blake, daughter of 

Thomas and Mary (Barnard) Blake. After serv-

ing his apprenticeship, Otis established his 

own firm, Everett and Curtis. The  

company on Central Wharf owned ships that 

were used for foreign and domestic trade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few years later, Everett and Curtis dissolved 

and Otis began to work for the Amoskeag 

Manufacturing Company, where he remained 

until he retired.  

 

Elizabeth (Lowell) Blake Everett was born on 

21 November 1803, in Boston to parents 

Thomas and Mary (Barnard) Blake. She  

married Otis Everett on 25 October 1827 and 

lived in the South End in the house built on 

Blakeõs Court by her father, Thomas Blake. 

We do not know  the circumstances which 

brought Elizabeth and Otis Everett to  

establishing their home there but they stayed 

until 1858 when they sold the house on 

Blakeõs Court. The family moved to 478 

Shawmut Avenue and the houses on Blakeõs 

Court were demolished to make a public high-

way and an extension of Union Park Street in 

1860.  Elizabeth gave birth to and raised four 

children: Otis Blake Everett, Thomas Blake 

Everett, Louisa Everett, and Percival Lowell 

Everett. Throughout the letters, Elizabeth  

remarks on contemporary issues facing  

Bostonians, such as the slave rendition cases 

and railroad development in the South End 

without appearing political.  

 

On 26 March 1829, Otis and Elizabeth Ever-

ettõs oldest son, Otis Blake Everett, was born. 

Raised with a middle -class education in Bos-

ton, Otis Blake was destined for a life as a  

merchant.  After his schooling was complete, 

Otis Blake began to work for the East India 

Company, Tuckerman, Townsend & Co., and 

lived in Calcutta, India from 1851 to 1859. 

Tuckerman, Townsend & Co. was located on 

Long Wharf, the main entrance point for  

cargo from the East Indies and by the 1850s, 

the company was heavily involved in trade 

with India, China, and the Mediterranean and 

had ties to ports in Sicily, Singapore, Penang, 

and Calcutta.  

Otis Blake to Elizabeth Everett, 1 April 1854.  

(Everett Family Letters, SEHS)  

Artist rendering of Tuckerman, Townsend & Co. in 1855  

ò[é] I suppose the city have not decided about 

carrying a street through where the old house 

stands, which you were so much afraid of 

when I was at home, it would seem very 

strange for me to arrive in Boston and find the 

old house gone and you settled down in 

another it would hardly seem like being at 

home, [é]ó 


